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Thinking Theologically Through Worship: Preparation and Performance 

Over Spring Break the Chapel Team rewrote the guidelines for our chapel  

program. We did not so much change the content, as much as the format. In  

previous terms we gave worship teams one document which covered all aspects 

of a service. We found that this covered too much all at once. Now, the  

guidelines are split up over different documents, arranged by topic. If you are 

part of a worship team, you will receive from us a planning document with  

questions that guide you through the several stages of worship preparation; a 

document with questions that help you and your mentor to reflect on the  

service afterwards; a bulletin template that asks you to consider the flow of 

each service, et cetera. These guides are detailed. They help you think through 

every step of your service such as: where does everybody sit, when and how do 

worship leaders move from point A to point B, and how long does each prayer, 

song, sermon take. In fact, what we hope is that the worship teams will take 

time together in preparation to move through the whole service in the chapel 

building itself to make sure everything flows. 

 

Why would we spend so much time on preparation? Would worship then not 

become performance?  If by “performance” one means a show that attracts 

attention to the leader rather than to worship, we think it is rather the opposite. 

We prepare worship carefully, including practicing of songs, readings, prayers, 

and sermon, exactly so that our worship leadership is so natural that the  

attention of the worshipping community is not distracted by us – because we 

fumble, stumble, or do not know the reading well – but can stay focused on 

what we are engaged in: worshipping God. Only a few of us have been given the 

ability to stand up in front of a crowd and speak and look natural without preparation. For most of us, reading 

a passage with the right emphasis, praying without using fillers, preaching while making hand gestures that 

strengthen rather than distract from our words come after hard work and a great deal of preparation – maybe 

even in front of a mirror. And that’s worth it – exactly because it is not about us, but about God. 

 

Chapel This Week: 

This week worship in Hick’s Chapel will be in the United Methodist Tradition. The week will begin with a  

special guest, Rev. Larry Homitsky, who will be portraying Charles Wesley and leading us in a Hymn-sing.  

Tuesday you will be invited to reflect upon John Wesley’s three General Rules by three of our current  

students. Worship on Wednesday will be centered around the catholic spirit of the UMC and will include our 

joining together in Communion with The Rev. Dr. Tuell presiding. The Bishop of the Western Pennsylvania  

Annual Conference of the UMC, Thomas J. Bickerton will be presiding over Thursday’s worship. Bishop  

Bickerton was born, raised, and has done the majority of his ministering in West Virginia. He was elected to 

the episcopacy in 2004 and has served as the Bishop of Western Pennsylvania for the last eight years.  
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